CHAPTER   VI
THE PROTECTION  OF THE  INDIAN  STEEL
INDUSTRY'
I. REASONS FOR THE SPECIAL SUPPORT OF PUBLIC OPINION
The Indian Steel Industry has been veritably the prize-boy
of the Government and the Legislature of India ever since their
adoption of the policy of protection in 1923. The Fiscal Com-
mission of 1921-22, which had been appointed to advise on a
suitable tariff policy for the Government of India, had specially
commended the case of the Steel Industry as an appropriate
one for state assistance. The first investigation of the Tariff
Board, therefore, was concerned with the conditions of the
Steel Industry, and the first protective measure passed by the
Indian Legislature was designed to help that industry. During
the seven years, 1924-31, no less than six successive investi-
gations have been followed by six consecutive legislative and
administrative measures for the benefit of this one single in-
dustry, which is so far identified with the varying fortunes and
misfortunes of one single firm.
For this special devotion to the cause of this particular
industry, several reasons may be assigned. In the first place,
the steel works at Jamshedpur, representing as they do the
largest single modern factory in India, with its huge capital,
elaborate organisation, stupendous machinery and gigantic
furnaces, have been from the outset regarded by the Indian
public as a matter of special national pride and glory. It is not
too much to say that Jamshedpur has been looked upon during
the last fifteen years almost as a place of pilgrimage by all those
who are interested in the industrial progress of India, while
the name of Jamshedji Nusserwanji Tata has become a house-
1 The term' Steel Industry* is used in the narrower sense of the manufacture
of rolled steel, and as such is to be distinguished from the Engineering
Industry, the Ship-building Industry, etc,